
 

Music teachers in Georgia use the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) for Fine Arts  not only to build musical 
skills, but also to reinforce academic content from core subjects. Here’s how they do it: 
1. Literacy and Language Arts 

• Students read lyrics, librettos, and program notes, practicing fluency and comprehension. 

• Writing reflections, concert reviews, or composer biographies strengthens writing and research skills. 
• Vocabulary from music (dynamics, tempo, style) expands language development. 

2. Mathematics 
• Reading rhythmic notation reinforces fractions, ratios, and patterns (e.g., quarter notes as ¼, half notes 

as ½). 
• Understanding time signatures develops division and multiplication skills. 

• Recognizing patterns in music connects directly to algebraic and geometric thinking. 
3. Science 

• Exploring sound production links to physics concepts (vibration, frequency, pitch, resonance). 
• Studying the human voice or instruments ties into biology and anatomy. 

• Experimenting with acoustics and technology integrates scientific inquiry and problem-solving. 
4. Social Studies 

• Learning music from different cultures and time periods connects to history and geography. 

• Examining songs used in movements (e.g., Civil Rights era music) builds civic awareness. 
• Composer studies highlight the social and cultural impact of the arts. 

5. Employability & CTAE Connections  
• Ensemble work teaches teamwork, leadership, and responsibility. 

• Music technology (composition software, sound editing) introduces skills tied to CTAE career clusters 
such as Audio-Video Technology and Communications. 

In practice, music teachers embed GSE fine arts standards with core academic standards, so students see how 
music deepens their understanding of reading, math, science, and social studies while fostering creativity.  
 


