
 

Music teachers in Georgia use the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE)  not only to teach musical skills, but also to 
connect music instruction with broader academic content. Here’s how:  

 
Literacy and Language Arts 

• Reading in Music: Students read lyrics, analyze song texts, and discuss meaning, which reinforces reading 
comprehension and vocabulary. 

• Writing Connections: Standards often require students to write reflections, concert reviews, or short analyses, 
supporting writing fluency and critical thinking.  

Mathematics 
• Rhythm and Fractions: Music teachers use note values (whole, half, quarter, eighth) to illustrate fractions, 

division, and ratios. 
• Patterns and Sequences: Musical forms (AB, ABA, rondo) and rhythm patterns reinforce sequencing and 

mathematical reasoning. 
Science 

• Sound and Physics: GSE standards that address tone production and acoustics help students understand 
vibration, pitch, frequency, and resonance.  

• Anatomy: Vocal instruction integrates biology by teaching about breathing, the diaphragm, and vocal health.  
Social Studies 

• Cultural Connections: Music standards ask students to study diverse genres and traditions, which ties directly 
into geography, history, and civics.  

• Historical Context: Learning about composers or protest music connects to specific eras in U.S. and world 
history. 

Employability and CTAE Links 
• Collaboration and Problem-Solving: Ensemble work mirrors teamwork and leadership skills emphasized in 

CTAE and employability standards. 
• Creative Industries: Music integrates career awareness (sound engineering, performance, education) aligned 

to Georgia’s career clusters. 
 

In short, music teachers use GSE standards as a bridge—embedding literacy, math, science, and social studies into 
music instruction so that students experience music as both an art form and an academic enhancer.  


